Al OF3F LT4TER 10 ALL LEWBTRS OF THE PANTASY AMATEUR
PRISS ASSOCIATION

October 5, 1944
Lror the Fresidenrtiql Office:
Desr kerban;

As this is beinz written, the returns on the srecizl hallot in-
cluded with the Septerber reiling are trickling in., I wish thers were
aore fory of black rspgic feasible, by means of which I could Place »a
»8as upon all of you who hsve not bothered to return vour bellots to
take ther out, read ovar the proprcsec legislation, ponder carefully,

ther indicste vour _reference in *he.ratter by voting. This is truly
Jour organization and certsinlvy $€ §t iz worth vour veesrlv $1 dues, it
is also worth the tire to mark a hallot according té wour own convic-
tions on the propesals put forward and invest in a 3¢ stamp 2nd an en-
velops. After all, derocratic stanflards, such ss we have in FAPA,
can't ean verry ruch unless the wide FOwers given to the rerharship in
our constitution are excerdized.

Dont't dela* -- dn 1+ now.

Sincerely,

Your Fresident,
Koehert #, Lovndes

NOTES UFCK THE FRCFLSID ALTNDLENIS
Dear FAFA liembers:

I'm spesking now, rersly ss g merber Ziving forth ovinions.

Ar open lettar frem several rembers in Loz Angeles <devlores
frne presentztiun of the proposed amendmerts in the Septembar mailing,
estating that Insufrinient ti=s fop discuscion was alloted. Fronily,

I den't =t th4epe point in regard to these proposels,

Lathm telre *he proposend arricle 13, Tirst of all, In psast
CALlANngs, thors Have hoen nurerous discussions or the matter of obscene
raterial. and th danger to the organization its jnelusior in official
r2l1inlts (cr on rublicarions bearing the crgsnization's credit) such
ma’fer car easily entail., Az the constitution stands now, there is
no provision for the exelusion of such taterial, ror is any officer
£lven auifiomity te dsal with such. How it would taks only cne 8lip,
coming to the attontion of the Fost Office to put PAFA behind the 2-
ball -= ap@ =2deh g mratterp right come to the P0'a attentior at any time:
«- thg farthcoring nailing might well contain the iter which did the
dirty work. 10 thte propoasd amendment (or rathor article is passed)

e can rast sssured that sverv precaution age inst such a slip will be
raken.

The subjJact of vaclam has gleo been discussed for some time in
the *wfl2rzcs. This proposed article would be g forrm of acticn,

Thoru ade those who mary fesl that, regardless of the desirabi-
11ig of 2npiat Eropagandn, an o7rlels=l ban ugon it in the railings
wou.id cranstitute n Wreark of the Individualtls freedom of expression,
Let:r 1okt into tkat.

In the first place freedor: of spenrch, or of the yress, has al-
Ways bpon reatrieted to ¥ cortsin axtent. Vou are all aware of libel
laws, which exist for the purptse ©f protecting necpla from irresponsi-



< o»
ble slander in written form, and from false accugation of crire or
fror character-assasinatfon. Now racism is perheps as vicious = forr
of mass character-assasination as can be imagined. It hrands a man,
or woman, Jgroups, or nationsg, as inferior beings, evil or irmrorel and
mslizicus creatures shearly upon the grounds thet thev are merbers of
a f7iven race. According to racist propagandas, all Negroes are infer-
ior, sub-human creatures, basically snd integrally unworthr of the
rights of Armerican citizens soley becsuse they are Negroes. ILikewise,
all Jews are incurably evil and simister beings, responsible for rmost
of the i1ls that beset us, dangerous elements in anv society, sheerly
because they are Jewish. By these standards, no Negro could possibly
hope to be more than a slave; no Jew could possibly be a respectable
or worthy bumar being, because some mysterious element in the blocd
makes him what he is. Racist slenders also affect many other r2oples,
such ns the Germans, the Japanese, the Italians, the Chinese and so
cn.

If this proposed article !s passed, the members of FAPA will
bave forfeited only the right (2) to this type of cowardly attack.

{I say cowardly advisably, because it. admits of no defense: persecution
tn political, economie, or religious grounds is bad enough -- but at
least & poor man can get some m@hey¥; a person can change their politi-
cal or religious affiliations upon eonviction of error -- but no man
car. change the color ofhis skin, or the racial heritage of his parents
-- even of hz were convincad that thev were wrong and desired to do
SC}

Some rembers seem to Fsel that this racist plank is directed
against Jack Speer, who has been outspoken in racisl attacks uron
liegroes. That is true only to a limited degree -- sjnce Jack does
rake such attacks, this artiele would affect him. But it des ToF
single brother Spzer out, for, if pmssad, it would be arplicable to
all. Would this mean, however, that no one could criticise Negroes,
Jews, Gormans, Japanese, astc in FAPA? BY no means. If brother Speer
wisnss tc state that he does not like certain things about Negroes he
has known or obsevrved, he is perfectly free to sy so, It restricts
air in one respect only: he may not state or imply that these (to him)
undestfable things are common to all psople whose sking are black --
or tliat having a blaek skin automatically places a person bevond the
pale of American rights.

One member scems to think that the passage of this artiele
wold har anti-Nazi or anti-Japanese discussions from the mailings.,
his is speciously sbsurd. Nazlsm is not e racial matter; there is no
Fazl race. And as far as attacking the Japanese goes, the restriction
«zeln would go onlvy so far as the Japanese as a race are concernad; it
7ould not preclude attack on any specific government, or official
zttitude of Nippon -- or any matter which is subjeet to change.

The Los Angslenos are undsr the impression that passage of
the proposed artiels would be = step toward severe censorship in the
railings. I think I have already shown the inaccuracy of thot opin-
ion. Fer, you will note, that outside of the specific items of racisr
7nd coseerne matter, this propeossd article bars censorshin of moterial
16 0 pnilings. It insures the right of all members to dissertate
upen ~ny subject (except the two barred) whether or not thew BP3 -con-
cerned with fantasy and/or science fiction.

I night add that, in regepd to the obseene metter, it is the
Los Argeles crowd, outside of some aterlal from Canerda, who hnave Deen
the offenders in recent mailings. (However, 6on!t take this as o com-
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demnation of ther; they've apologized for it, and I myself have erred
in past years. I morelw mentioned it because it seems strangs to me
trhat, under those circumstances, thev should object to taking action
in the matter.)

Irn ragard to the proposed arendment to article 9 -- it's
dthcr a cas? of adjusting the situation now or waiting another wear.
Tt isn't all-important, I'1ll grant. As I've said before, I . haven't
fhieard of any mailings having been lost. However, let me point out a-
zoin that the Post Office is going to be even more short-handad thsn
b;fore this vear. Thare is morc possibiliity ofmailings being lost
in the 1244 Xmas rush than before. And if there should be onlv B
copies of any particular item in that mailing -~ &nd someone'!s pack-
nze doesn't arrive, then that rember is out of luck. The other pro-
pcsed changes incorporated in this amendment would help straighten
out =lection proceedings. As we know, there was something of a muddle
this year, and n lot of people may have become unduly excited snd
gone off half-cocked. However, a lack of proper machinery was just
as much to blarme as any foult on the part of any individusls In gques-
tion. .

The proposed revision of article 12 is ecertainly needed if
we are to have 1n actuality the dorocratic organization we suppose we
Lave., Regardless of his desirebility, the fact remnins that Claude
Digler was oxpellad by 19 votes, against 14 nays. True, o majority
sent in bnllots, but the effect was of 19 speaking for &1 cligibles.

dowewe r, this amendment would not effect fthe clection of
officers, ns thz constitution provides that a plurality shall elect
anC do2s not require that a majority return bellots. Perhrps some-
tking should b~ done to make voting in elections mandatory upon £11
hﬂrbers who wish to rencew their membership in ths organ'zntiong but
that is neither hore nor there in the present instesnce. This proposed
amendrent. would ~ffect only the matter of impenchmont of officers,
cver-riding the <cts of officers, or suspension of sections of the
censtitution in specific cnses without affecting a reperl of some --
rost noteworthy to dnte in the business of suspending ths privilegos
cf a rmMomber, which amounts to expulsion. The prcpeoszd revision would
rinke 1t n-cissapry for a majority of the members to vot: yes upon such
procccdings, ~nd provides for a syusre denl to the officer or member
in gqusstion.

till speaking uneofficinlly, I believe these proposals to be
sound legislation md suggest a yes vote upen them. However, I con't
rciterate the ples that nll mombers vote, one wny or another ns their
individunl cpinions impel, to frequontly.

Oh for n gonst

freternally,

Doec Lowndes



